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PA COBRA ENACTED: MINI COBRA—MAJOR PAIN

Every employer now
will be required to offer
health insurance con-
tinuation post employ-
ment and also will be
obligated to comply
with the Federal subsidy
of COBRA under the
American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act
(ARRA).

This law which became
effective July 10, 20009,
parallels the federal in
many ways and specifi-
cally has the following
provisions:

o Requires employers
who employ 2-19
employees and offers
health insurance to
offer COBRA

e Only applies to
Medical Plans (does
not include HRAs,
FSAs, dental, or vi-
sion)

o To be eligible, an
employee must have
been on the em-
ployer’s insurance
for at least 3 months
prior to the qualify-
ing event

o COBRA qualifying
events remain the
same as those under
Federal regulations

o Eligible for COBRA

coverage lasting up
to 9 months

o Employers (or their
designated adminis-
trator) are responsi-
ble for notification to
eligible individuals

o Assistance Eligible
Individuals are in-
cluded in State CO-
BRA

o Employers may
charge up to 105% of
the medical pre-
mium

o Timeline for getting
out notices differs
from federal COBRA

That state plan lacks the
lookback feature of the
federal COBRA Subsidy
program in that only
individuals terminated
on or after July 10th will
be eligible to partici-
pate. The federal pro-
gram enacted in Febru-
ary, allowed participa-
tion of individuals sepa-
rated back to September
of 2008.

What does this mean to
you? Well if you offer
health insurance to your
employees, and you
never offered COBRA
before, it means quite a
lot. You must provide

proper notification,
work closely with your
insurance carrier and/
or broker, know COBRA
and ARRA law, create a
system to handle pre-
mium collection, be
aware of COBRA time-
lines, and understand
everything else COBRA
entails!

If you are concerned
about the administra-
tion of this matter or
would like additional
information on the em-
ployer’s obligation, con-
tact HRS, Carol Pinka-
savage by e-mailing co-
bra@hrtsndassociates.c
om or by phone at 610-
371-9505.
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&/ . / Ourveryown, .0 1 ,ownerofl § . on Main Street,
was acknowledged by Jon Anderson with Good Day Philly. Mr. Anderson broke a spoke here in
Kutztown during a 70 mile ride with his team and got the repair done at King’s Cyclery. He
thanked Chris for making their wait a good time.

23 0 of# # 0. 4" 3 waspromotedto .0 * il
> 3 Her new role will include overseeing functions of __ 5 & ,
Advantage Home Care and Visiting Nurse Association of Pottstown and Vicinity which also includes hospice. Debra

has 20 years in home health and staffing industry and joined Home Health Care Management, Inc. earlier this year.
- b

"t of ** 0 0 recently won the ! $ /  atthePro-
fessional Photographers’ Association of Pennsylvania 72nd Annual Convention held in Harris-
burg. Scott volunteered to help redesign the PPA of PA’s Web site so the organization could have
a more up to date presence on the Internet. . b

- received the ! 177 7/ 0 8. %9 8 cate-
gory by the U.S. Commerce Association (USCA). The USCA “Best of Local Business” Award Program recognizes out-
standing local businesses throughout the country. Each year, the USCA identifies companies that they believe have
achieved exceptional marketing success in their local community and business category. These are local companies that

enhance the positive image of small business through service to their customers and community.—Washington D.C.,
June 8,2009 . b

5 & -t 0 /3 <b L =>  (Magic show
starts at 2:30pm). Tickets are free, but tickets are required because seating is limited. Please contact: Lori Gourama at
610-378-0481 ext. 3142.

-00 & / 5 will be having their >? 0 Q ; ; =;A on the hospital grounds at
Lehigh Valley Hospital—Muhlenberg. Free Admission, free entertainment nightly, and pay-one —price ride special.

. 0 -00 5:c ;24 1B :A<A = C z .
D Please contact Al Ottinger 610-438-4666 to register.

# 5. z BE =!I 0 C H FGGA H Will be discussing
Bonfire of the Vanities, by Tom Wolfe—All readers are welcome.

> / =<0 #H = 0 4 A ; A3 z
3 A wide variety of entertainment on numerous stage areas, crafters/artists, contests, strolling entertainment, and
children’s activities. 5 0 ;ifinterested please call 610-562-3106.
/ $ .0 @ = 1:=; B o< 3 3y /773 @ 3
0 Al 5 3 -
R
S 2, 0 <=l <% 3
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= L / . | 2 —Throughout the gen-
erations there have been many attempts to restore the historic Levan homestead cemetery in
Maxatawny Township. Jacob Levan, Sr. from Amsterdam, settled in this area prior to 1732.
Jacob, along with his eldest son Co. Sebastian Levan and their early descendants, are buried
on the property. It has finally been preserved for posterity with the help of the Berks county
Association for Graveyard Preservation.

The 1892 Public School Building will be open to the public every Sunday in August and Sep-
tember from 2 pm to 4 pm. The museum committee is working on showcasing the vintage
and antique clothing and other textiles in the society archives, including the famous Helena
Kutz 1842 sampler. All rooms will be open, including the basement, where you can check on
the progress of the new, expanded holiday train display, which will debut at this year’s Holi-
day Festival on November 14.

5 "" 5

A study commissioned by the Berks County Community Foundation (BCCF) recently indi-
cated that our county is losing too much of our “home grown” talent. Students are attending
our high schools and colleges, and are then feeling compelled to go elsewhere to begin their
careers. Berks Works is a brand new, grant-funded project designed to decrease that exodus.
Funded by the BCCEF, the Berks Business Education Coalition, and the Keystone Innovation
Zone monies (via the Greater Reading Chamber of Commerce and Industry), Berks Works is
free to all participants.

i 70 $

Monday, September 21 is World Alzheimer’s Day. Become an Alzheimer’s Champion by
helping to bring attention to the Alzheimer's cause starting this fall. Use purple to decorate
your Social Networking sites such as MySpace or Facebook! Or, help paint the town purple
by decorating your workplace or some of your local hot spots with purple lights, asking mer-
chants in your community to decorate their businesses in purple or hang purple lights at your
own home. Call or e-mail Mary McKee at the Delaware Valley Chapter 215-561-2919;
mary.mckee@alz.org for more suggestions, ideas and materials.

70 I "t 5
The Alzheimer’s Association is asking for your support and help with this looming health cri-
sis by participating in their 5==00 ! "5 . The Memory
Walk will be held on 4> o W 17 /7 + @ . Over 30,000

people throughout Berks and Lehigh Valley areas have Alzheimer’s...imagine what your sup-
port could do to help local families!
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I would like to welcome Sherry Christman to the Chamber as my new administrative assistant. Sherry came
on board with us June 2nd and has hit the ground running. She has an Associate Specialized Business Degree
in Accounting and over 14 years of experience. Sherry does consulting work on the side and is interested in
helping our Chamber members. If your business or if you know someone who may be interested in her ser-
vices please contact her at the Chamber.

Liz

NEW MEMBERS:

Howlin Hands Art Ranch Waddell & Reed -0

Danielle L. Wanner Merra Lee Moffitt

35 Magnolia Way One Meridian Boulevard L

BoyertOWI’\, PA 19512 Suite 2C02 72 E. Washlngton Street

Phone: 484-388-9915 Wyomissing, PA 19610 Suite 2A

E-mail: howlin- Phone: 610-374-6249 Topton, PA 19562

hands@hotmail.com E-mail: 0 <; =<?:z1 A

Pottery resale and classes mmoffitt@wradvisors.com Fax: 610-682-0211

Financial Planning info@statementapparel.net

Apex Kutztown

Zach Moore 17 7/

i?]?zl/(\)/\}vll\’lﬂali’nAsg’gggo Dr. Ilana A. Rachshtut

! 506 Woodside Avenue

Phone: 610-683-8323 Mertvtoon PA. 1997

E-mail: zachm@campusma.com 0 <.’ =217-EA

WWW.aDEXkUt?.Com Fax: 610-682-7080

Student Housing — Off Campus
CHOS H# W& & ...
# /5 ZEAO 0 4 ;4 13 Free events include live bird programs, roundtable discus-
sions, living history demonstrations, book signings and more. Visit ///30 /5 3 for a complete list.

5 & z. C 0 0O ; O 0] 3 All monies raised

support the efforts of the BVNA. Attendees will be treated like a star when they arrive; valet parking, and a trip down
the red carpet into the reception area. Guests will be greeted with a champagne reception, hors d’ oeuvres and an open
bar. ; 4 I <G 0 0 at the V.F. Outlet Designer Building, 3rd Floor. Fee: $150/person or
$300/couple. Register by August 31, 2009 by contacting <; =GE?= >?; L3G;> .

5 & —is looking for Fall Fest Vendors. The Fall Fest will be held Saturday, October 10
(rain or shine). Register by Monday, October 5; contact Melissa Wenzel at 610-378-0481.

£ w2 e, R =€ ¥ LT gt

.0 - ;<BAG =EG - - @ 3 Costto members: $25/person. Please R.S.V.P. to
Liz or Sherry at the Chamber. We look forward to seeing you there!
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HELP UP GROW OUR MEMBERSHIP

As a Thank You, how does saving up to 50% off your membership dues sound?

SPONSOR 1 NEW MEMBER—10% OFF YEARLY MEMBERSHIP DUES

SPONSOR 2 NEW MEMBERS—20% OFF YEARLY MEMBERSHIP DUES
SPONSOR 3 NEW MEMBERS—30% OFF YEARLY MEMBERSHIP DUES
SPONSOR 4 NEW MEMBERS—40% OFF YEARLY MEMBERSHIP DUES

SPONSOR 5 NEW MEMBERS—50% OFF YEARLY MEMBERSHIP DUES
MAXIMUM 50% OFF YEARLY MEMBERSHIP DUES

PP+ % #% .*+ *& %-*"" * # ,%" """ #)*+, + "&% *_." % PP
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_F %W82*%'& #W&*, #% %,1
_H %, > _* %, -%

: MEET THE NORTHEAST BERKS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE MEM- :
: BERS WHO ARE PART OF AN ORGANIZATION DEDICATED TO PRO- :
: MOTING, EXPANDING, & HELPING YOUR BUSINESS GROW!

. % = Third Friday of Every Month
Networking 7:30-8:00am & Breakfast at 8am

e .* —8$15.00 (Chamber Member Fee/Savings of $5.00)

. % %, *& *,—

PLEASE CONTACT YOUR MEMBER SPONSOR FOR PLACE, DATE,
TIME, & MEETING TOPIC.

” —nbcc@ptd.net OR 610-683-8860 Wednesday Before the Event
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Jon Larrabee
Lehigh Valley Health Network

Chamber Members
Relieving Economic Stress

John Graham
Guest Speaker




Jim Buerger
President

Liz Weiss
Executive Director

"0 §+ " O0O# O. R

Guest Speakers:
Paula Smee of PCI Insurance
Selicia Cronister of Valley Preferred
Tom Dundore of HRS/TD Associates

Chamber Members listening to
the guest speakers

0 0 8 @
0 =<5 =>;=1 A
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KEEP YOUR CALENDAR OPEN FOR THE FOLLOWING

CHAMBER BREAKFAST DATES:




